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take for granted so the future has a claim
on them, just as it did on all of us when we
were growing up.

So I ask you tonight when you go home,
think of how Matilda Cuomo’s family felt the
first time they heard her give a speech. Think
of what Phil Rizzuto’s family felt like the first
time he put on a Yankee uniform. Think of
what Mr. Grasso’s family felt like when they
thought, ‘‘My God, he’s the head of the most
important financial exchange in the entire
world.’’ Think of what Danny DeVito’s rel-
atives felt like when he made it in Hollywood.
Think about that. Think about what together
we can do to make the children of this coun-
try have those feelings.

God bless you, and good night.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton. In his remarks, he referred
to Frank Guarini, president, Frank Stella, chair,
Alfred Rotondaro, director, and Anthony J.
Gajarsa, vice chair, National Italian-American
Foundation; Jack Valenti, CEO and president,
Motion Picture Association of America; Richard
Grasso, president and vice chairman, New York
Stock Exchange; Phil Rizzuto, former baseball
player and sportscaster; and Matilda Cuomo, First
Lady of New York.

Proclamation 6618—United Nations
Day, 1993
October 23, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As the world continues to experience

sweeping change after the end of the Cold
War, it is increasingly important that we re-
dedicate ourselves to the uplifting principles
of the United Nations Charter and to the
hard work of bringing those principles closer
to reality. Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali lists development, peace, and
democracy as the overriding goals of the
United Nations. On the 48th anniversary of
the founding of the United Nations, the
United States must continue its work in co-
operation with the United Nations to bring
these principles closer to reality.

America alone is responsible for protecting
its own vital interests. But many of the con-
cerns we have about political, military, eco-
nomic, and environmental challenges around
the world are shared by other states. By
working with the United Nations, and by
doing all we can in association with like-
minded governments to reform and energize
it, we can advance our own interests and, at
the same time, strengthen the ties that bind
the international community.

The United Nations has often been on the
front lines of efforts to deter, contain, and
put an end to the rash of ethnic and sub-
national conflicts that have erupted in the
post-Cold War era. Despite limitations on its
capabilities and resources, the United Na-
tions has the potential to be a resolute force
for peace and democracy. In troubled areas
around the globe, UN peacekeepers and ob-
servers are repatriating refugees; clearing
land mines; monitoring elections; caring for
victims of violence; helping protect human
rights; arranging and monitoring ceasefires;
and helping to construct democratic institu-
tions where anarchy once prevailed.

Efforts of the United Nations have con-
tributed greatly to the birth of a democratic
Namibia, have helped bring an end to the
civil war in El Salvador, and have created
the conditions under which the Cambodian
people could form a government legitimized
by free elections and a new constitution. In
Somalia, the United States and the UN have
worked together to save hundreds of thou-
sands of lives threatened by anarchy-induced
famine. In Bosnia, the UN’s humanitarian re-
lief effort has been sustained under dan-
gerous and frustrating conditions. In many
nations, particularly in Africa, UN operations
are working to facilitate the transition from
civil conflicts to peaceful development.

The cause of peace is linked to the need
for inclusive and lasting economic growth
that gives more and more people a stake in
stability and a voice in decisions that affect
their lives. America’s interest in enlarging the
world’s community of market democracies is
echoed in the Preamble of the UN Charter,
which calls for ‘‘social progress and better
standards of life in larger freedom.’’

The United States applauds the work of
a variety of UN programs and agencies that
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promote development and counter the hard-
ships of poverty, homelessness, and disease.
The UN High Commissioner for Refugees,
whose workload has regrettably increased in
recent years; the World Health Organization,
whose responsibility it is to halt the deadly
spread of AIDS; and the UN Development
Program, which is being reinvigorated under
new leadership, all deserve special recogni-
tion for their momentous achievements in
the face of enormous obstacles.

Despite the efforts of the many dedicated
public servants at the United Nations, there
remains an urgent need to improve the man-
agement of the UN system in order to make
it more efficient, effective, and accountable.
The United States is working actively with
UN officials and with other governments on
a number of management-related initiatives.
The Secretary General is to be commended
for recently establishing an office and ap-
pointing an Assistant Secretary General for
Inspections and Investigations. This is a use-
ful first step, but more must be done to trans-
late such steps into tangible results.

It has been said that ‘‘all work that is worth
anything is done in faith.’’ The United Na-
tions was built on the profound faith that
people from different backgrounds, creeds,
races, and religions can live together peace-
ably and can pursue shared goals. That faith
is the antithesis of the hatred we see in some
parts of the world today and is the foundation
upon which a future of trust and goodwill
among all nations and peoples can be built.
The United States has a bipartisan tradition,
established long before the creation of the
United Nations, of support for an inter-
national organization dedicated to social
progress and the preservation of world peace.
As President, I intend to carry on that tradi-
tion.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, October
24, 1993, as ‘‘United Nations Day,’’ and urge
all Americans to acquaint themselves with
the activities and accomplishments of the
United Nations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of October,

in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:42 a.m., October 25, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 26.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt
October 25, 1993

Haiti
Q. Mr. President, all these reports are

coming out of Haiti that there could be a
breakthrough in the process that would bring
Aristide back in. Is that optimism justified?

President Clinton. Well, there’s been
some movement over the weekend. I’ve
learned in dealing with Haiti not to be opti-
mistic ever. But there has been some move-
ment, and it’s hopeful, and we’ll keep work-
ing on it.

Let me also say, President Mubarak and
I will have statements to make and will an-
swer questions later, but I’m glad to welcome
him back to Washington to congratulate him
on his election. And this is the first oppor-
tunity I’ve had face to face to thank him for
the critical role that he has played in the Mid-
dle East peace process. We’re looking for-
ward to having a good discussion about that,
and we’ll have more to say about it later.

Q. Mr. President, over the weekend, Bob
Dole said that returning Aristide to Haiti is
not worth a single American life. What’s your
response?

President Clinton. Well, my response is
that our policy is to attempt to restore de-
mocracy in Haiti, that we are doing it in the
way that we think is best and that is sup-
ported by Aristide and Prime Minister
Malval. We have our ships there, and you
know what we’re doing. And they’ve never
asked us to run the country for them. They’ve
asked us to help the democratic process to
be restored. We hope it can be done. The
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